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Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets by Kwame Alexander 
Original poems that pay homage to twenty famed poets who have made the authors' hearts sing and their minds 
wonder. RL 5.5 (Poetry) Illus. Ekua Holms 
 

A Beetle is Shy by Diana Hutts Aston 
An illustrated look at the fascinating world of beetles.  RL 5.5, L 1070 (Nonfiction) Illus. Sylvia Long 
 

Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty 

Ada Twist is a very curious girl who shows perseverance by asking questions and performing experiments to find 
things out and understand the world. RL 3.4, L 550 (Fiction) Illus. David Roberts 
 

The Airport Book by Lisa Brown 

Follow a family on its way through the complexities of a modern day airport. RL 2.1 (Nonfiction) 
 

Dad and the Dinosaur by Gennifer Choldenko 

A boy keeps a toy dinosaur in his pocket to help him be brave like his dad--but when the dinosaur goes missing, Dad knows 

just what to do.  RL 2.9, L 560 (Fiction) Illus. Dan Santat 
 

The Secret Subway by Shana Corey 

In 1870, Alfred Ely Beach invents New York's first underground train.  RL 3.4, L 810 (Narrative Nonfiction)  
Illus. Red Nose Studio 
 

¡El gallo que no se callaba!/The Rooster Who Would Not Be Quiet  
by Carmen Agra Deedy 

The mayor of the noisy city of La Paz institutes new laws forbidding all singing, but a brave little rooster decides 
he must sing, despite the progressively severe punishments he receives for continuing to crow. The silenced 
populace, invigorated by the rooster's bravery, ousts the tyrannical mayor and returns their city to its free and 
clamorous state. In Spanish and English. RL 2.7 L530 (Fiction) Illus. Eugene Yelchin 
 

Giant Squid by Candace Fleming 

A nonfiction picture book exploring the mysterious life of the elusive giant squid. RL 3.2 L 990 (Narrative Nonfiction) 
 

The Sound of Silence by Katrina Goldsaito 

Yoshio delights in the everyday sounds of Tokyo, but when a musician tells him that her favorite sound is ma, the 
Japanese word for silence, Yoshio sets out to hear this sound for himself among the hustle and bustle of the city. 
Includes information on the Japanese concept of ma. RL 3.9, L 700 (Fiction) 
 

Most People by Michael Leannah 

The world can be a scary place. Anxious adults want children to be aware of the dangers, but shouldn't kids be aware of 

kindness too?  (Fiction) 

 

 
 



 
 
Shark Lady: The True Story of How Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean’s Most Fearless 
Scientist by Jess Keating 
At nine years old, Eugenie Clark developed an unexpected passion for sharks after a visit to the Battery Park Aquarium in New 
York City. At the time, sharks were seen as mindless killing machines, but Eugenie knew better and set out to prove it. Despite 
many obstacles in her path, Eugenie was able to study the creatures she loved so much. From her many discoveries to the 

shark-related myths she dispelled, Eugenie's wide scientific contributions led to the well-earned nickname "Shark Lady.  RL 
3.9 L 730 (Biography) 
 

Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev 

A boy is excluded from joining his friends' pet club because of his unusual pet. RL 2.6 L 490 (Fiction) 
 

Sergeant Reckless: The True Story of the Little Horse Who Became a Hero 
 by Patricia McCormick  
The inspiring true story of the brave little mare that became a marine in the Korean War. RL 4.6 L 780 (Nonfiction) 
 

Blue Sky, White Stars by Sarvinder Naberhaus 

A stirring poetic tribute to the beauty and wonder of America's symbols, history, and landscape. (Fiction) 
 

The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth, and Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore  
by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 

Imagines the story of the National Memorial African Bookstore, founded in Harlem by Louis Michaux in 1939, as 
seen from the perspective of Louis Michaux Jr., who met famous men like Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X while 
helping there. RL 3.5 L 560 (Historical Fiction) 
 

Good Night Owl by Greg Pizzoli 
Owl takes drastic measures to have a good night's sleep. RL 1.5, L 410 (Fiction) 
 

This is My Dollhouse by Giselle Potter 

A little girl who has made her own dollhouse from a box and her vivid imagination has trouble playing with her friend Sophie's 
perfect dolls and dollhouse, but when Sophie comes to visit she is afraid that her handiwork will not be good enough for 

Sophie.  RL 3.3, L 560 (Fiction) 
 

After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again) by Dan Santat 

After falling off the wall, Humpty Dumpty is very afraid of climbing up again, but is determined not to let fear stop him from 

being close to the birds. RL 2.6, L 550 (Fiction) 
 

Not Quite Narwhal by Jessie Sima 

Born deep in the ocean, Kelp is not like the other narwhals and one day, when he spies a creature on land that looks like him, 

he learns why. RL 3.3, L 590 (Fiction) 
 

I am a Story by Dan Yaccarino 

From cave drawings to the invention of the printing press, and our digital age, discover how a story has changed and evolved 

from the past to today.  (Fiction)  

 
 
Additional Resources 

     Georgia Children’s Book Awards - http://gcba.coe.uga.edu/ 

Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl - http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/hrrb/ 

http://gcba.coe.uga.edu/
http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/hrrb/

